
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

2026 SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE 

The date for this year’s event is Saturday 12 September.  You can cycle or walk to as 
many or as few churches as you want between 10:00am and 6:00pm – choose your 
own route to any of the hundreds of participating churches. 

Half the money raised by each participant helps to support churches across the county 
and the other half goes to a church chosen by the walker or cyclist (we hope you will 
choose our church!).  Please help to raise funds to support Ash or Ridley Churches 
and the many others in the County that receive grants towards the cost of essential 
maintenance work.  If you pay income tax, do remember to tick the box on the 
sponsorship form so that Gift Aid increases the money raised. 

This year Kent Ride and Stride are hoping to beat last year’s record total of £152,674. 
The Ride and Stride was by far the biggest fundraiser towards the £176,500 given to 
39 churches in 2025. 

For sponsorship forms and lists of the churches that are taking part contact Cameron 
Clark on 01474 874526, email cameron@cclark.me.uk or Tricia Carr (01474 873647, 
tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com) or look at the notice boards in Ash and Ridley 
churches.  Remember to ask your sponsors to tick the gift aid box if they are taxpayers 
because this adds a substantial amount to the total money raised. 

There will also be an opportunity for the less active to help by spending an hour or 
more at Ash Church between 10 o’clock and 6 o’clock to greet visiting cyclists and 
walkers.  It’s not an onerous task – all that is needed is to sign their forms and keep a 
record of their call and to offer them some refreshment and encouragement (especially 
if their next call is up the hill to West Kingsdown or Stansted!).  Please put your name 
on the form on the notice board in Ash Church if you can help.  We now have to 
comply with the church’s lone working policy which means that there should be at least 
two people present in the building at any time to ensure that no-one is alone with any 
potentially vulnerable visitors.  Therefore, we will need twice as many volunteers. 

You can do more!  The Friends of Kent Churches also invite people to become 
members.  For just £10 a year (£15 for a couple) members enjoy guided visits to 
churches and lectures on subjects related to church history, architecture, art and 
related topics.  Application forms are available in the church or see 
https://friendsofkentchurches.co.uk/.            
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     Ash Church Service & Opening Times 
                           

 

Tuesdays 9am 

     Service of Morning Prayer (also on “Zoom”) 

Thursdays 9am 

   Service of Morning Prayer 
 

      Thursdays 10.15am 

Ash Saplings - church for pre-schoolers and their adults 

 

         Sundays 8am 

1st & 3rd Sundays - BCP Morning Prayer 

2nd & 4th Sundays - Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

         Sundays 10am 

      1st & 3rd Sundays - Morning Worship (also available on “Zoom”) 

2nd & 4th Sundays - Holy Communion 

 

5th Sundays 

8am - BCP Morning Prayer 
10am - Holy Communion - venue will alternate with St Peter, Ridley -  

see Ash Church Website for more details 
 

A service of BCP Holy Communion will also be held on set Wednesdays at 10am 
- see Ash Church website for dates 

 

Sundays 10.30am RNWK Group Livestreamed Service 

To watch and subscribe go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGcdOwG_w9D_jbDYmZRJCQA 
 

The church is open every day for you to spend time in prayer, reflection or 
 just savour the quiet and peace that is found there. 

 
For full details of events, activities and services at Ash and across the 

Rural North West Kent Group of churches visit our website or Facebook Page: 
 

Ash Church Website - www.ash-church.org.uk 
 

RNWK Group of Churches Facebook Page - @ruralnorthwestkentgroup 
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If you would like to make a donation towards the work of St. Peter’s Ridley, 

may we invite you to do so by using the QR Code below. Thank you for your 

help. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

             RIDLEY CHURCH PCC 

 

 
SERVICES AT ST. PETER’S RIDLEY 

  

    Time   Type of Service   When 
    9.00 a.m.           Holy Communion (CW)           1st & 3rd Sunday in the month  
    9.00 a.m.    Morning Worship (CW)          2nd  & 4th Sunday in the month 
    9.00 a.m.           Morning Prayer   Every Friday 
           6.00 p.m.           Evensong (BCP)                   4th Sunday October 
 



 

 

 

If you would like to help us keep our 12th century church building in 
good repair, may we invite you to donate towards our operating costs 
by using the QR code below. Thank you for your help!  
 
ASH CHURCH PCC 
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ASH SAPLINGS 
Church for pre-schoolers and their adults 

  

    Every Thursday 

   ASH CHURCH   
10.15 - 11:30am    
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Refreshments,  Fun and Games! 

ALL WELCOME 
 

     For more information contact   
      Jean Bentley - 01474 872333 or 

                       Alison Harding - 01474 874770 
 



 

 

 

Ash Church Harvest 2026 

All are welcome to join us for our celebration of harvest on Sunday 4th October. 
Please note the later start time of 11:00am for the service.  
 
Drinks and Croissants will be served from 09:30 before the service – donations 
welcome to the Poverty & Hope Appeal.   
 
Don’t forget to book your tickets for the Harvest Lunch!  
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Friends of Ash Church 

 

On Sunday 13th September, Friends of Ash Church will present a concert 

by classical guitarist Eva Victoria Schmockel. (doors open 3.00 pm for a 

3.30 start.) Entry is half-price for under 18’s. 
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Forthcoming FOAC events include: 
 

Saturday 17th October (evening concert) –  
Crystal Palace Brass Band 

 
Sunday 8th November (evening event) - the annual  
' Reflections on Remembrance '  

 
More information and posters of these events will be 
available nearer the time. 
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Front Room Singers 

 

On Sunday 20th September, popular local singing group Front Room will be presenting 

‘An Afternoon of Vocal Delights’ in Ash Church. Entry is free with donations in support 

of Friends of Ash Church, Doors open at 3.00 pm for a 3.30 start. 
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Heritage Open Day  

Church bells have been part of the soundscape of our 

communities for centuries, marking celebrations, 

commemorations, and weekly worship. As part of the 

national ‘Heritage Open Days’ scheme, the church ringers 

warmly invite anyone interested to ‘go behind the bells’ as we open the bell tower to 

visitors.  This will be a rare opportunity to climb the tower and enjoy views that are 

rarely seen, meet local bellringers, discover how change ringing works, and experience 

one of Britain's living traditions from a completely new perspective.   There will be a 

chance to speak with new learners, experienced ringers, and church volunteers about 

the importance of preserving this unique tradition for future generations.  

The tower will be open on Saturday 19th September from 10am – 1pm.  Please 

spread the word.  

 

 

 

Join us on a Walk for Ride & Stride!  

For the 2026 Ride & Stride (see front page) on Saturday 12th September Carol Wilton 
from St Francis de Sales church has organised a walk from Ash Church through the 
local countryside and visiting some other churches in the RNWK group, finishing at 
FdS.  Meet at Ash Church at 12:50pm, ready to start at 1:00pm. All are welcome to join 
in but please note the walk takes place over uneven terrain. You may also want to 
consider getting sponsored for the walk – see front page for more details.  
Ian Nurdin will be walking on behalf of Ash Church and would welcome others to join 
him or offer sponsorship.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
People's Emergency Briefing Screening and Discussion - New Ash 
Green 

 
Sun 18 Oct 2026   5:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Doors open at 4:30pm 
 
New Ash Green Village Hall, DA3 8HH 
 
Tickets available soon through “Ticket Tailor” 
 
 

 A special community screening: The People’s Emergency Briefing #PEBuk in New 

Ash Green. (Age rating 16+) 
 
What’s happening with climate and nature, and what does it mean for everyday life in 
the UK? 
 
Join us for a screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing - an eye-opening 50-minute 
film bringing together nine leading UK scientists and experts with the latest evidence 
and why it matters for things like: 

 
 Extreme weather 

 

 Food security 

 Health 

 

 Cost of living 

 
The film is based on the National Emergency Briefing in Westminster (featured by ITV, 
Channel 4 and The Times) with appearances from Chris Packham, Deborah Meaden, 
and a range of voices from across the UK. 
 
After the film there will be an open discussion about what it means for our community 
and what we can do locally. 
 
We will be inviting local MP, Tom Tugendhat, and are optimistic that he will join with 
constituents for this important discussion about our future. 
 
Seats are FREE but limited so please book in advance.  
 
A collection bucket will be present at the event to raise funds to cover costs of the hall 
hire etc. All surplus money will be donated to the Community Cupboard.   
 

For further information, please contact Donna Bowers:    mrsdonnabowers@gmail.com 
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The Space 

 

Richard Bowers is a regular attender at the Space on Thursday afternoons, and very 

much likes doing jigsaw puzzles when he is there. Here is a photo of Richard proudly 

displaying one of his completed puzzles. He has completed 2 more puzzles since this 

one, and enjoys roping other people in to help him on a regular basis.  
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Farewell to Ann and Bob Aves 

On Sunday 19th July Ash Church bade a fond farewell to Ann and Bob Aves, who are 

moving to West Malling. Ann was presented with a small gift in recognition of all she 

has done for the church over the years. We will miss them terribly, but wish them every 

happiness in their new home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Libby’s amazing technicolour dreamcoat 

On Sunday 16th August, Alison Harding gave a talk based on Joseph’s ‘coat of many 

colours’, illustrating it by pinning pieces of multi-coloured fabric on to a black 

background. Here is Libby Pender modelling the finished article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Big Knit  2026 

 
Baby loss touches so many families and the awful statistic still of 1 in every 4 babies 

being lost is tragic. Baby loss and the impact it has on life for so many families is 

often still not well supported, so I am delighted that Kent and Medway registered 
charity continues their work, started back in 2014, offering services to so many who 

need them. 
As part of raising 

awareness, National Baby 
Loss Awareness week 

runs from 9th - 15th 

October every year, and 
each year Making Miracles 

holds their annual Big Knit 
at Rochester Cathedral to 

continue that raising 

awareness locally for 
families within our 

Diocese.    
People everywhere in 

Kent are invited to attend 

this event from 10:00am 
to 1:00pm on Saturday 

10 October at the 
Cathedral, bringing with 

them any newly knitted or 

crocheted baby items to 
donate to the charity.  In 

addition, for the first time 
for those in the West of 

the Diocese, St Luke’s Church in Sevenoaks has offered to host the same event on 

the day before, Friday 9th October, again from 10:00am to 1:00pm, where Trustees 
from Making Miracles will also be there to tell people about their work.  

On the day itself people are invited to bring with them wool and their needles (or 
hook), and either continue with some knitting they are already doing for Making 

Miracles or to knit a small pair of bootees during that morning to donate at the 

end. Then, as always, people may also knit the traditional squares 6 inches x 6 
inches which will be sewn up into blankets. 

Please could you ensure that your parishioners and any local craft groups in your 
parish are made aware of the event and also that they feel free to circulate the 

poster attached more widely.  The contacts for any questions or queries are detailed 

on the individual event details and if people could also let those people know if your 
church is attending that will help with refreshments etc. 

I do hope that people will pop the dates in their diaries now so that these events are 
well supported. 

 

With kind regards  
 

Sally Howells - Chair 
 

Making Miracles (Registered Charity 1158233) 
 



 

 

 

THE BIG BREAKFAST- ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

THE NEXT BIG BREAKFAST IS ON SATURDAY 3RD OCTOBER 09.00 - 11.00 

The next “Big Breakfast” in aid of the Hodsoll Street Village Hall Refurbishment Fund takes 

place on Saturday 3rd October 2026  from 09:00am. The Breakfast costs £6 a head and is 

excellent value for money. 

In order to work up an appetite for this excellent fare we invite anyone interested to join us on a 
circular walk to Hodsoll Street.  Meet at 5 Manor Forstal at 8:50am - from there the walk takes 
about an hour, and then after breakfast we take a slightly shorter route back to New Ash 
Green.  The walk isn't suitable for buggies and please note that although dogs are welcome to 
join us they are not allowed in the Village Hall, so will have to be left outside whilst you are 
enjoying your meal.   
We do need to book breakfasts in advance so please contact us by Weds 30th September if 
you would like to come along - 01474 873414 or ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk  
See:  
http://www.hodsollstreet-ridley.co.uk/index.html for more details. 
 Next Breakfast Walk after this one will be on the 7th November 2026. 
 

Ian and Debbie Nurdin     
 
           
            

Helen Bakie to run Brighton Marathon next year 

 

Helen Bakie will be running the Brighton Marathon in April 2027 to raise money 

for the Steps charity. If you would like to sponsor her, here is a link through which 

you can do so. 

https://2027brightonmarathonweekend.enthuse.com/pf/helen-bakie  

 
We all wish her the very best with her training, and hope she is able to raise a 

goodly sum on the day. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

FUNERAL 
 

          Beryl Eunice Tomlin                        28th July                                     
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          Centenary Quiz - Part 2 -Answers 

Following on from our quiz of two editions ago -  the following famous people were all 

born in the second half of 1926. Can you identify them? 

1) Born July 21st - Actor best known for the role of ARP Warden Hodges in ‘Dad’s 

Army.  Bill Pertwee 

2) Born August 6th - Writer whose best-known creations were the Wombles of 

Wimbledon. Elizabeth Beresford 

  3)  Born August 9th - Infamous dictator who came to power in Cuba in 1959 and  

served first as PM and then as president until 2008.  Fidel Castro 

     4)  Born August 17th - English blues and jazz singer who also lectured on art 

history - known for sporting a wide-brimmed fedora hat.  George Melly 

     5) Born September 10th - Artist known for her larger than life paintings of people 

enjoying themselves in various public settings - in the pub, at the seaside etc.  Beryl 

Cook                                15. 

      6) Born October 18th - American guitarist and singer-songwriter who was a 

pioneer of rock and roll. Known for songs such as ‘Roll over, Beethoven’ and ‘Johnny B. 

Goode’  Chuck Berry 

      7) Born October 21st - Actor best known for playing Reggie Perrin and for a 

famous drinks commercial with Joan Collins. Leonard Rossiter 

      8) Born October 24th - Actress who played Hilda Ogden in ‘Coronation Street’ from 

1964 to 1987.  Jean Alexander 

     9)  Born December 1st - Australian actor best known for his starring role in ‘The Six 

Wives of Henry VIII’  Keith Michell 

    10) Born December 20th - Politician who was the longest serving minister in 

Margaret Thatcher’s government, serving as both Chancellor of the Exchequer and 

Foreign Secretary.  Geoffrey Howe 



 

 

Cryptic Holiday Resorts 

This is one of numerous quizzes which were generously supplied to me by our dear 

late friend Alison Dixon, so I’m including it this month as a tribute to her. The following 

are all cryptic clues to holiday resorts. 

1) Drinking ale in front of the posh hotel 

2) Wise bedfellow 

3) Wander eternally 

4) 2,4,8,16,32,64 

5) The males of the species in front of the whale 

6) You’ll need this when you change the locks 

7) Mother’s entrance 

8) A Cornish lavatory? 

     9) My sister’s daughter is not nasty 

    10) No! She did it of her own accord! 

Answers, as ever, in the next edition. 
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A final word from the editor.  

I spoke in the last edition about writing in the midst of a continuing heatwave. And then it continued 

week after week until just this morning we finally had some much-needed rain. As we move into the 

autumn months, I hope, as ever, that you will find much to both inform and entertain you. The next 

edition of Church News will be published in early November and will cover the months of November 

and December (including Christmas).Please send all items for inclusion to n.noakes@btinternet.com 

by Sunday 18th October at the latest. Have a good couple of months, everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASH CHURCH PRIVACY POLICY 

Ash Church PCC have agreed a Privacy Policy in light of the new General Data Protection  

Regulations (GDPR) and these can be found on the church website:   
http://www.ash-church.org.uk 

 
 

If you no longer wish to be contacted by Ash Church by email or other means please contact  
Ian Nurdin (ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk) and request that your contact details are deleted and  
removed.  
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Who to contact at Ash & Ridley 

Positions Rector Vacancy     

  

SSM Associate Priest 
Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

PTO 
Rev Dorothy 
McGarvey 

07803 
009745 

revdmcgarvey@gmail.com 

Group Curate 
Rev Scott 
Norwood Witts 

  

    

Churchwardens - Ash 
  

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Vacancy   

Churchwardens –  
Ridley 

Tricia Carr 873647 
 
tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com 

Vacancy   

Licensed Lay Ministers  
Susan Heads 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Sacristans - Ash 
Linda Parlett   873655 linda_parlett@hotmail.co.uk 

Vacancy   

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer - Ash 

Ian Nurdin - 
(Interim)  873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer - Ridley 

Tricia Carr 
(Interim) 873647 tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com 

 
Vacancy   

Committees 

PCC - Ash 

Ian Nurdin - 
Vice Chair 

873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

  

Cameron Clark 
(Secretary) 

874526 pcc@ash-church.org.uk 

Susan Heads 
(Treasurer) 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

PCC - Ridley 

Tricia Carr - 
Vice Chair 873647 

 
tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com 

Ray Lewis 
(Secretary) 

TBA TBA 

John Airey 
(Treasurer) 

01732 
822418 

 john.airey@zen.co.uk  

Ministry Team 

   

Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

Rev Dorothy 
McGarvey 

07803 
009745 

revdmcgarvey@gmail.com 

Susan Heads 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

   

Deanery Synod - Ash 
Cameron Clark 874526 cameron@cclark.me.uk 

Gillian Noakes 874122 gillian.noakes@googlemail.com 

Deanery Synod - Ridley Alistair Davidson 643614 alistairandjenny@btinternet.com 

mailto:alison.harding@btinternet.com
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mailto:alison.harding@btinternet.com
mailto:cameron@cclark.me.uk
mailto:alistairandjenny@btinternet.com


 

 

 

Website: http://www.ash-church.org.uk 

Groups - Ash 
Anna Chaplain  Rev Elizabeth 

Robertson 
871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

  

 

Ash Saplings 

Jean Bentley 872333 jeanbentley51@gmail.com  

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Bell ringing Sue Fever 874611 susanne.fever@gmail.com 

Choir Master Nick Noakes 874122 n.noakes@btinternet.com 

Flowers Pauline Bailey 873148 pauline-bailey@hotmail.co.uk 

Social Committee - Ash TBA   

Prayer Ministry 

Rev Dorothy 
McGarvey 

07803 
009745 

revdmcgarvey@gmail.com 

Julia Kilfoyle 872731 kilfoylejulia@gmail.com  

Friends of Ash Church 
Mike Rose 873445 mikeinnag@hotmail.com 

   

Rota’s - Ash 
Master Rotas    

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

    

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Servers TBA   

Sidesmen and  
Welcomers 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Bible readings and  
Intercessions 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Transport and  
Refreshments 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

   Ash Sound and  
    PA System 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Opening & 
Locking Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Church cleaning & 
Brass cleaning Jacky Richardson 873733  jackyrichardson92@outlook.com 

Keeping in 
Touch - who 
to contact 

Church News  
Nick Noakes 874122 n.noakes@btinternet.com  

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

  
Publicity and PR 

Jean Bentley 872333 jeanbentley51@gmail.com  

  
Baptisms Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

  Website - Ash Colin Irving 879500 colin.irving@btinternet.com 

  Weddings Jan Kennedy 873675 jankennedy2546@aol.com 

http://www.ash-church.org.uk/
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