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                   Just when you thought it was safe to go back into the churchyard ?? 

 

TEDDY’S TOWER OF TERROR RETURNS TO ASH! 
 

 

Bank Holiday Monday (28th August 2023) saw the return of the ‘Teddy’s Tower of Terror’ 

event at Ash Church. Teddies of all shapes and sizes took to the skies to zip wire from Ash 

tower in aid of our local food bank the ‘Community Cupboard’. 

 

Brave teddies, dinosaurs, cauliflowers, pandas and even a gigantic sloth took the plunge 

from Ash tower.  Each teddy received a free examination from our hilarious team of medical 

professionals before they travelled and all received a certificate of bravery at the end. 

 

Teddy bears’ picnics, cream teas, live music and a teddy tombola were just part of this free 

event. Our thanks go to our wonderful volunteers for making the day such a joyful afternoon 

of fun for all ages. Our thanks also to all our brave teddies and their owners who came along 

to support us on the day and raised a magnificent sum of over £940.  You are all amazing, 

thank you.! 

 

Jayne Shillito 
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Ash Church Services 
      & Opening Times 

 
Tuesday 9am 

Service of Morning Prayer 
 

Thursday 9am 

Service of Morning Prayer 

 

Thursday 10.30am 

Ash Saplings – church for pre-schoolers and their adults 

 

Sunday 8am Sunday Service 

1st & 3rd Sunday BCP Morning Prayer 

2nd & 4th Sunday BCP Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 10am Sunday Service 
 

1st & 3rd Sunday Morning Worship – Zoom connection available 

2nd & 4th Sunday Holy Communion  
5th Sunday 8am and 10am Worship 

 

1st Sunday 3pm Children’s Church 
A service particularly for families with primary school aged children 

 

2nd & 4th Sunday 10.30am RNWK Group Livestreamed Service 

To watch and subscribe go to: https://www.fawkhamandhartley.org.uk/live.html 
 
 

The church is open every day for you to spend time in prayer, reflection or just 
savouring the quiet and peace that is found there. 

 
 

For full details of events, activities and services at Ash and across the Rural 
North West Kent Group of churches visit our website or Facebook Page:  

Ash Church Website - www.ash-church.org.uk  

RNWK Group of Churches Facebook Page - @ruralnorthwestkentgroup 
 
 

Contacts: Rector – Rev Helen Reeves – helen@rnwkgroup.org.uk 
Church Warden – Mr Ian Nurdin - ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

https://www.fawkhamandhartley.org.uk/live.html
http://www.ash-church.org.uk/
mailto:helen@rnwkgroup.org.uk
mailto:ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
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SERVICES AT ST. PETER’S RIDLEY 

  

    Time   Type of Service   When 
    9.00 a.m.           Holy Communion (CW)           1st & 3rd Sunday in the month  
    9.00 a.m.    Morning Prayer (CW)           2nd  & 4th Sunday in the month 
    9.00 a.m.          Time for Prayer   Every Friday 
           6.00 p.m            Evensong (BCP)                    4th Sunday September 
           4.00 p.m.           Service with a difference        4th Sunday October 
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If you would like to help us keep our 12th century 
church building in good repair, may we invite you 
to donate towards our operating costs by using 
the QR code below. Thank you for all your help!  
 

ASH CHURCH PCC 
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Ode to Autumn 

 

Following the success of our Betjeman afternoon last year we are 

planning something similar for this October. This year we will be 

celebrating Autumn in words and music in what promises to be an 

entertaining afternoon. For more information contact Jacky Richardson. 
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FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES 

 
SPONSORED RIDE AND STRIDE 

 
The date for this year’s event is Saturday 9 September.  Please help to raise funds 
to support our Church and the many others in the County that receive grants from the 
charity towards the cost of essential maintenance work. 
 
You can cycle or walk to as many or as few churches as you want – choose your own 

route to any of the hundreds of participating churches. 

 
For sponsorship forms and lists of the churches that are taking part contact Cameron 
Clark on 01474 874526, email cameron@cclark.me.uk or look at the notice boards in 
Ash and Ridley churches. 
 
There will also be an opportunity for the less active to help by spending an hour or 
more at Ash Church between 10am and 6pm to greet visiting cyclists and walkers.  
It’s not an onerous task – all that is needed is to sign their forms and keep a record of 
their call and to offer them some refreshment and encouragement (especially if their 
next call is West Kingsdown!).  Please put your name on the form on the church notice 
board if you can help. 
 
You can do more!  The Friends of Kent Churches also invite people to become 
members.  For just £10 a year (£15 for a couple) members enjoy guided visits to 
churches and lectures on subjects related to church history, architecture, art and 
related topics.  Application forms are available in the church. 

 

A Christmas Carol - Saturday 9th December 

 
Some of you may remember that a few years ago Mark Nurdin performed a 
dramatic reading of A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens in church. Mark is very 
pleased to be able to say that this will be happening again this year on Saturday 9th 
December, with the reading to begin at 7pm. Tickets for the evening will be £5 for 
adults and £3 for children, with all ticket money raised going to the Community 
Cupboard. These can be bought on the day at the door or you can reserve early by 
calling 873414.  

 

A message from Barbara Roberts 

With Christmas fast approaching(!), Barbara would like to remind everyone that the re-made 

Christmas cards will be on the spinner by the end of October. All proceeds, as usual, will go 

to church funds. 
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Sony 55 inch TV available 

I have a Sony TV KDL- 55HX853 - 55 inch television - it is about 12 years old but works 

perfectly and can be used with Freeview Box, Sky or DVD. If anyone would like it please let 

me know- you just need to be able to collect it from me! 

Lesley Thurman (07707599403) 
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THE BIG BREAKFAST - ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

THE NEXT BIG BREAKFAST IS ON SATURDAY 7th OCTOBER 2023  09.00 - 11.00 

The next “Big Breakfast” in aid of the Hodsoll Street Village Hall Refurbishment Fund takes 

place on Saturday 7th October 2023 from 09:00am. The Breakfast costs £5 a head and is 

excellent value for money. 

In order to work up an appetite for this excellent fare we invite anyone interested to join us 
on a circular walk to Hodsoll Street.  Meet at 5 Manor Forstal at 8:40am - from there the 
walk takes about an hour, and then after breakfast we take a slightly shorter route back to 
New Ash Green.  The walk isn't suitable for buggies and please note that although dogs are 
welcome to join us they are not allowed in the Village Hall, so will have to be left outside 
whilst you are enjoying your meal.   
We do need to book breakfasts in advance so please contact us by Weds 4th October 
2023 if you would like to come along - 01474 873414 or ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk  
See:  
http://www.hodsollstreet-ridley.co.uk/index.html for more details. 
 Next Breakfast Walk after this one will be on the 4th Nov. 2023 
 

Ian and Debbie Nurdin 
 

 

Travels with Roma in the Auvergne  (and beyond) 

One of the choirs with which I sing covers Cathedral choristers during their holidays. 

We have to find our own accommodation, so when a fellow chorister turned up in a 

campervan I decided that that was what I wanted. Within a few months I became the proud 

owner of a 1996 Citroen CV Romahome. 

Roma has been to Ireland twice and Sweden twice as well as to numerous British sites. She 

has been admired by German Police motor cyclists! On a previous trip to France I found 

myself singing Rolling Stones songs with a Dutch Rock Singer. However, our trip to the South 

of France for my nephew’s wedding this summer turned her into an ambassador for 

“Entente Cordiale”.  

Although Citroens are made in France, the conversion to campervans only happened on The 

Isle of Wight, making them a rarity in France. Wherever we went we were stopped and she 

was admired. We ended up spending an evening in the delightful company of a French 

mechanic and his wife, on the pitch beside us, because he came to look at her.  

The strangest was when we were followed for 15 miles by a car with a logo which we 

couldn’t read. We dismissed the possibility of the Gendarmes! 

Eventually we moved right over on a small road, expecting him to pass. Instead, the young 

man pulled up beside us and expressed his love of old Citroens (it takes all sorts!) and had 

http://www.hodsollstreet-ridley.co.uk/index.html
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never seen a Romahome before.  He works for Radio Perigord Bleu and asked if he could 

interview us. 

We suggested he follow us onto our campsite nearby where he brought out his mics etc, 

much to the astonishment of fellow campers. How he has managed cobble together a 

programme with our mixed language interview I do not know.  We have, however, been 

rung by him this week and told the programme would be broadcast in late August.  In fact 

his producer was SO excited by all this that they extended the idea into a five parter with 

the Romahome, a tuc tuc, a black cab and more! 

The meal which we shared with fellow campers that night was enormous fun. I love the way 

the French campsites put out long tables and cook a meal for anyone who wants to join in. 

While spending a few days in the Auvergne we were asked to sing for our supper. 

 Jean Bentley 
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—————————————————————————————————————————— 

‘Top to Toe’ Quiz -Answers 

You were given ten cryptic clues to items of either headwear or footwear : 

1)         Bruin’s family (8)   Bearskin 

2)         One hundred records  (5)  Clogs 

3)         Sounds like a very expensive but unwelcome follower (11)Deerstalker  

4)         Boasts about wearing these    (6)  Sabots 

5)         Scottish lake gets trapped by religion  (6)  Cloche 

6)         Bishop catches up with the scoundrels  (7)  Brogues 

7)         500 is squashed amongst the fruit  (7)  Bandana 

8)         Do you feel an ass wearing these? (5) Mules 

9)         This headgear is equivalent to 45.50 litres (3,6,3) Ten gallon hat 

10)         Shut the little canines up (4,7)  Hush Puppies 

 

 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

BAPTISM   
                                    
Gabriela Pearce Cardona                   2nd July 
 

WEDDING 
 

Adrian Callender & Nicole Standley    8th July 
 

FUNERAL 
 

Francis (Frank) James Jones             20th July 
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Teddy Bear Quiz 

Following the success of Teddy’s Tower of Terror - here are 10 teddy/bear related 

questions. 

1)  British adventurer, writer and TV presenter born 1974 (real names Edward 

Michael). 

2) Fictional bear whose home is the village of Nutwood. 

3) 26th President of the United States, who served from 1901-1909. 

4) According to the song by John Walter Bratton and Jimmy Kennedy, what will 

you find ‘if you go down in the woods today’? 

5) Name of the bear featured in Rudyard Kipling’s ‘Jungle Book’ - in the Disney 

film he sings the song “The Bare Necessities’. 

6) Together with Joy and Babs, this ‘Teddie’ was part of which musical trio? 

7) This well-known ‘Watch with Mother’ character had a Teddy as his constant 

companion. 

8) Literary bear from’ Darkest Peru’ who first appeared in 1958. 

9) Youngest son of a prominent American political family (parents Joseph and 

Rose) 

10) Honey-loving friend of Christopher Robin. 

          Answers, as ever, in the next edition. 
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A final word from the editor. 

So here we are already at the tail-end of summer and rapidly moving into autumn. My spies tell me 

that already ‘seasonal’ (i.e. Christmas) items are beginning to appear in the shops! In these pages, 

I hope, as ever, that you will have found plenty to both inform and entertain you. The next edition 

will be published in early November and will cover the months of November and December. 

Please send any items for inclusion to n.noakes@btinternet.com by Sunday 22nd October at the 

latest. Have a good couple of months, everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASH CHURCH PRIVACY POLICY 

  

Ash Church PCC have agreed a Privacy Policy in light of the new General Data Protection 

Regulations (GDPR) and these can be found on the church website: 
 

http://www.ash-church.org.uk 

 

 

If you no longer wish to be contacted by Ash Church by email or other means please contact  
Ian Nurdin (ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk) and request that your contact details are deleted and 
removed. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:n.noakes@btinternet.com
http://www.ash-church.org.uk/
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Who to contact at Ash & Ridley 

Positions Rector 
Rev Helen 
Reeves 

01474 
872209 

 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

  

SSM Associate Priest 
Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

Group Curate Rev Jayne Shillito 708696 jayne@rnwkgroup.org.uk 

Ordinand Carol Bridge 
07979 
146332 

bridgecarol@hotmail.com 

Churchwardens - Ash 
  

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

   

Churchwardens –  
Ridley 

Tricia Carr 873647 
 
tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com 

Alistair Davidson 643614 alistairandjenny@btinternet.com 

Licensed Lay Ministers  
Susan Heads 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

   

Sacristans - Ash 
Lesley Thurman   703546 lesleythurman@icloud.com 

Joyce Andrews    711163 joyce.andrews@gmail.com 

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer - Ash 

Rhian Rutland    831216 rhianrutland51@btinternet.com 

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer - Ridley 

Rhian Rutland  831216 rhianrutland51@btinternet.com 

Choir Master Nick Noakes 874122 n.noakes@btinternet.com 

   

Committees 

PCC - Ash 

 Rev Helen 
Reeves - Chair 

872209 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com 

  

Cameron Clark 
(Secretary) 

874526 pcc@ash-church.org.uk 

Sue Werlemann 
(Treasurer) 706955 s.werlemann@btinternet.com 

PCC - Ridley 

 Rev Helen 
Reeves - Chair 

872209 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

Ian Paddy 
(Secretary) 

873314 ianpaddy2014@gmail.com  

John Airey 
(Treasurer) 

01732 
822418 

 john.airey@zen.co.uk  

Ministry Team 

Rev Helen   
Reeves 

872209 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

Rev Jayne Shillito 708696 jayne@rnkwgroup.org.uk 

Carol Bridge 

07979 
146332 

bridgecarol@hotmail.com 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Susan Heads 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

Deanery Synod - Ash 
Cameron Clark 874526 cameron@cclark.me.uk 

   

Deanery Synod - Ridley Alistair Davidson 643614 alistairandjenny@btinternet.com 

mailto:stgeorgecurate@gmail.com
mailto:shandridleyrector@gmail.com
mailto:alistairandjenny@btinternet.com
mailto:n.noakes@btinternet.com
mailto:stgeorgecurate@gmail.com
mailto:shandridleyrector@gmail.com
mailto:pcc@ash-church.org.uk
mailto:stgeorgecurate@gmail.com
mailto:shandridleyrector@gmail.com
mailto:john.airey@zen.co.uk
mailto:stgeorgecurate@gmail.com
mailto:shandridleyrector@gmail.com
mailto:jayne@rnkwgroup.org.uk
mailto:alison.harding@btinternet.com
mailto:cameron@cclark.me.uk
mailto:alistairandjenny@btinternet.com
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Groups - Ash 

Ash Saplings 
Rev Helen 
Reeves 

872209  ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  
  

 

Anna Chaplain  
Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

Bell ringing Sue Fever 874611 susanne.fever@gmail.com 

Social Committee - Ash TBA   

Flowers Pauline Bailey 873148 pauline-bailey@hotmail.co.uk 

Healing Ministry 

Julia Kilfoyle 
 (Leader) 

872731 kilfoylejulia@gmail.com  

Jane Davison 
(Secretary) 

872764 jane.davison@keme.co.uk 

Friends of Ash Church 
Mike Rose 873445 mikeinnag@hotmail.com 

Bryan Parlett 873655 bryan_parlett@hotmail.com 

Rotas - Ash 

Master Rotas    
Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

    

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Servers Bryan Parlett 873655 bryan_parlett@hotmail.com 

Sidesmen and  
Welcomers 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Bible readings and  
Intercessions 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Transport and  
Refreshments 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

   Ash Sound and  
    PA System 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Opening & 
Locking Colin Irving 879500 colin.irving@btinternet.com 

Church cleaning & 
Brass cleaning Jacky Richardson 873733  jackyrichardson92@outlook.com 

Keeping in 

Touch - who to 

contact 
Church News  

Nick Noakes 874122 n.noakes@btinternet.com  

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

  Publicity and PR 
Jean Bentley 872333 jeanbentley51@gmail.com  

  Baptisms 
Rev Helen   
Reeves 872209 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

  
Website - Ash Colin Irving 879500 colin.irving@btinternet.com 

  
Weddings Jan Kennedy 873675 jankennedy2546@aol.com 

 

Website: http://www.ash-church.org.uk 

mailto:stgeorgecurate@gmail.com
mailto:shandridleyrector@gmail.com
mailto:bryan_parlett@hotmail.com
mailto:alison.harding@btinternet.com
mailto:bryan_parlett@hotmail.com
mailto:alison.harding@btinternet.com
mailto:alison.harding@btinternet.com
mailto:alison.harding@btinternet.com
mailto:alison.harding@btinternet.com
mailto:john.a.harding@btinternet.com
mailto:stgeorgecurate@gmail.com
mailto:shandridleyrector@gmail.com
mailto:colin.irving@btinternet.com
mailto:jankennedy2546@aol.com
http://www.ash-church.org.uk/

