
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Ash and Ridley welcome Bishop Jonathan 

On Sunday 29th March - Palm Sunday - a combined congregation of folk from Ash and 

Ridley were delighted to welcome the Right Rev’d Jonathan Gibbs, Bishop of 

Rochester to preside and preach at our service of Holy Communion. The service was 

preceded by a procession from the end of the church path into and around the church 

to the hymn ‘Make way, make way, for Christ the King in splendour arrives’, 

accompanied by the waving of various bits of greenery. 

Thanks to Martin Heath for these photographs taken on the day. 
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Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

At 6.00 am on Easter Sunday morning, a small but intrepid group of parishioners 

gathered at the top of Ash Church tower, to greet the rising sun and take part in a short 

act of worship led by the Rev’d Scott Norwood-Witts. 
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                      Ash Church Services  
              & Opening Times 

 
 

Tuesdays 9am 

     Service of Morning Prayer (on “Zoom”) 

Thursdays 9am 

   Service of Morning Prayer 
 

      Thursdays 10.15am 

       Ash Saplings - church for pre-schoolers and their adults 

 

         Sundays 8am 

1st & 3rd Sundays - BCP Morning Prayer 

2nd & 4th Sundays - Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

         Sundays 10am 

      1st & 3rd Sundays - Morning Worship (also available on “Zoom”) 

2nd & 4th Sundays - Holy Communion 

 

5th Sundays 

8am - BCP Morning Prayer 
10am - Holy Communion - venue will alternate with St Peter, Ridley -  

see Ash Church Website for more details 
 

A service of BCP Holy Communion will also be held on set Wednesdays at 10am 
- see Ash Church website for dates 

 

Sundays 10.30am RNWK Group Livestreamed Service 

To watch and subscribe go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGcdOwG_w9D_jbDYmZRJCQA 
 

The church is open every day for you to spend time in prayer, reflection or 
 just savour the quiet and peace that is found there. 

 
For full details of events, activities and services at Ash and across the 

Rural North West Kent Group of churches visit our website or Facebook Page: 
 

Ash Church Website - www.ash-church.org.uk 
 

RNWK Group of Churches Facebook Page - @ruralnorthwestkentgroup 
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If you would like to make a donation towards the work of St. Peter’s 

Ridley, may we invite you to do so by using the QR Code below. 

Thank you for your help. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                        

RIDLEY CHURCH PCC 
 

News From Ridley 

 
Ridley held their APCM on 19th April after the morning service. Over 50% of the 
membership were in attendance; a good turnout.  Thank you to all who attended. 
 
At the vestry meeting Tricia Carr was re-elected as Warden for the coming year. 
Elizabeth thanked her for standing again. Thanks were then given to Alistair Davidson 
for his twelve years of service as Warden, a role from which he has stepped down, but 
he remains a representative for the Ridley parish at the Deanery synod. As such he 
will remain on the PCC as Deanery representative. 
The meeting received reports from the Wardens, the Treasurer and the Deanery 
representative. 
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SERVICES AT ST. PETER’S RIDLEY 

  

    Time   Type of Service   When 
    9.00 a.m.           Holy Communion (CW)           1st & 3rd Sunday in the month  
    9.00 a.m.    Morning Worship (CW)          2nd  & 4th Sunday in the month 
    9.00 a.m.           Morning Prayer   Every Friday 
           6.00 p.m.           Evensong (BCP)                   4th Sunday May 
           4.00 p.m.           Service with a difference       4th Sunday June 
                                     (Tea at 3.30 p.m.)        
      
            



 

 

 

There was a brief report on safeguarding, where the most important part was that we 
are still looking for a safeguarding representative. Should you be interested in taking 
on this position please speak to Tricia. 
 
After Christmas, Ian Paddy stepped down as PCC secretary. Our thanks to him for his 
years of service. Ian was well versed in the work of PCC secretary and has handed 
over to Ray Lewis. Ian has agreed to stay on the PCC for which we are grateful, as his 
years of experience will be invaluable. 
 
Following the period of wet & windy weather, the sycamore tree at the NW corner of 
the Churchyard plot had to be felled as it was beginning to lean. This was carried out 
on 12th February and has created a much brighter landscape at the Church entrance 
and also for Ridley Court Farm. 
 

 
Tricia Carr 
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If you would like to help us keep our 12th century 
church building in good repair, may we invite you to donate 
towards our operating costs by using the QR code below. 
Thank you for all your help!  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     ASH CHURCH PCC 

If you would like to receive the link for the 

Sunday Zoom Services and news about other events at Ash Church, please contact  

Ian Nurdin.    ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 
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ASH SAPLINGS 
Church for pre-schoolers and their adults 

  

    Every Thursday 

   ASH CHURCH   
10.15 - 11:30am    
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Refreshments,  Fun and Games! 

ALL WELCOME 
 

     For more information contact   
      Jean Bentley - 01474 872333 or 

                       Alison Harding - 01474 874770 
 



 

 

 

Ash Church APCM  2026 
 
On Sunday 26th April we held our Annual Parochial Church Meeting and Parish 
(Vestry) Meeting. The meeting was well attended by over 30 people, including on 
"Zoom", and was accompanied by welcome refreshments. The Parish Meeting was 
held first and Ian Nurdin was duly elected as the sole Churchwarden for another 
year.  During the Church meeting reports were received and discussed, including the 
Financial Report and Churchwarden’s report. Tim Orr & Sue Werlemann were elected 
to the PCC and Gillian Noakes & Cameron Clark were elected to the Deanery Synod, 
which also gives them membership of the PCC. Other reports were received and 
noted, a call for more help and volunteers especially keenly felt within our Choir and 
Saplings groups. As Interim Parish Safeguarding Officer, Ian stressed the need to carry 
out Safeguarding Training when requested, being a CoE requirement for certain 
voluntary roles. 
A good discussion followed and in thanking everyone for taking on the training, Ian 
invited people to make their feelings known to the Safeguarding Team at the Diocese, 
as they needed to know that strength of feeling. 
Diocesan Safeguarding Team contact details:   
Mr Greg Barry:   greg.barry@rochester.anglican.org    
I would invite you please to contact Mr Barry with your concerns. If you would like to 
copy me (Ian Nurdin) in (BCC) then that would be helpful, but not essential if you 
would prefer to keep your views private. Any feedback received would also be most 
welcome. 
 

Rochester Diocese Digest 
Some people expressed an interest in receiving the Diocesan weekly News bulletin, 
being the "Rochester Digest". Having made enquiries, you need to contact the 
Communications office at communications@rochester.anglican.org or click on this link 
to subscribe: 
Rochester Diocese "Digest" Subscriber Link  The link will open in a new tab and you 
can apply from there.  

 
And following on from our report on the APCM, here is a transcript of the sermon 

preached by Rev’d Dorothy McGarvey on that Sunday, in which she posed a number 

of questions for us to consider regarding our lives as Christians: 

“When it comes to life, the Bible is clear that we can only be most fully alive when we are deeply 

and meaningfully connected with others. Although it can sometimes feel like the demands of 

others, the restriction of our freedom that comes from living with others, and the constant 

struggle to maintain strong relationships with others are too painful, exhausting and costly, the 

alternative, which is to isolate ourselves, is far worse. 

As we continue to explore the meaning of Jesus ’resurrection, the Lectionary leads us to 

consider what it means to follow the Good Shepherd, and to be part of God’s “flock”. It is not 

just that Jesus brings life to us as individuals, but that, through the resurrection, he gives life to 

our relationships and communities as well. And, when we welcome God’s life into our lives, we 

are also welcoming God’s family. 
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The writer of John’s Gospel starkly depicts the difference between the callous legalism of the 

religious leaders and Jesus ’compassion. Then, as Jesus draws on the well-known good 

shepherd metaphor of the prophets, he seems to mix his metaphors, referring to himself as 

both the shepherd and the gate through which the shepherd leads the sheep to pasture. There 

is a good reason for these two images. As the door, Jesus both protects the sheep from thieves 

and predators, and provides a way to shelter and food. The religious leaders, on the other hand, 

were keeping the sheep away from God’s presence, and were leaving them vulnerable to the 

evil and oppressive forces of the world. As shepherd, Jesus was willing to give his life for the 

sheep and was concerned for their welfare. The religious leaders, however, were exploiting the 

sheep and were focused on their own wellbeing. To speak in this way was a dangerous thing for 

Jesus to do, but he was more concerned to challenge the evil systems of his day than to preserve 

his own life. Jesus ’example raises some important considerations for us as we seek to follow 

him. As we interact with others - both our companions in the faith and those who are outside 

faith communities – we must choose how we will treat them. We can either act as gatekeepers 

who block their way to God’s grace and love, or we can be doorways that make it easy for others 

to connect with God’s life. 

We can either be bad shepherds who are more concerned with religious excellence, or we can 

be good shepherds who put compassion and care for others before our own comfort and 

security. This is a tough call, but Jesus promises that when we follow him, he leads us to 

abundant life. 

We may have become used to thinking of resurrection life as something we receive and enjoy 

mainly as individuals. However, through the interesting combination of metaphors – sheep and 

Shepherd, suffering and care, life and togetherness in the community of faith – we are drawn 

into recognising that the life Christ offers us is always shared. If we are to know the reality of 

the resurrection, we will discover it as we care for one another and share life in mutual 

compassion and protection. It is only together – in community – that Christ’s life can be known 

and enjoyed. 

If there is one gift that modern science has given us it is the realisation of the connectedness of 

all things in creation. It is impossible to do anything to another person or the environment that 

does not have some impact on ourselves. So, we are called, as followers of Christ, to embrace 

these connections, and to find in them the resurrection life that Christ promises. Like the 

psalmist, we can know God’s care and provision for us, but also know that this means that we 

are drawn into God’s house, where we are not the only inhabitants. Like the early believers we 

are called to share all things, to ‘do life ’together, and to endure whatever persecution or 

hardship we may face with the same grace and forgiveness that Christ demonstrated.  

What this interconnectedness means, is that we can no longer ignore what happens on the 

other side of the world. We are connected with the poor, the sick, the refugee and the 

oppressed. And, in our own way, as followers of Christ, we can use our love and compassion to 

change the world so that the most vulnerable people are no longer exploited but are cared and 

provided for by those who truly seek their best, and who seek a better world in which all are 

secure, provided for and included in the community of humanity. 
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In our own communities what might this interconnectedness look like? In every church we 

inevitably fall into lines and divisions, splitting ourselves by gender, generation, theology and 

function. We tend to separate ourselves when we worship – children, adults and youth in 

different venues with different ‘styles’. But what if all these divisions rob us of life?  

What if it is the very interconnectedness and diversity that opens us to the reality of the 

resurrection?  

• In what ways can our church communities begin to identify and honour the 

connections, rather than the differences?  

• In what ways can we intentionally begin to include those who are seen as different 

or ‘outside’?  

• What would happen if our communities knew us as the church that connects 

people, that connects needs and solutions, and that celebrates humanity in all its 

God-given variation?  

• In what ways could we offer a ministry of connectedness, welcome and 

involvement with those who most need to be cared for and offered life?  

Do you think that, maybe, as we seek to follow Christ’s example, we might ignore the slights 

and criticisms that we so easily retaliate against, and notice those who need to be loved and led 

to life? And then, do you think that maybe our communities might find, individually and 

together, a richer, fuller life, as they honour and embrace the connectedness of the world? 

 

 

 

Ascension Day 2026 
 

On Thursday 14th May we have the honour of hosting a group service of Choral 
Evensong for Ascension Day at Ash Church, commencing at 7;00pm. We will be 
welcoming the Rev'd Scott Norwood Witts as the preacher for this service.  
 
Scott will be priested on Saturday 27th June at Rochester Cathedral but before then 
he will be coming back to Ash on Sunday 14th June, and that will give us an 
opportunity to wish him all the best. 
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Friends of Ash Church -forthcoming events 

 

Friends of Ash Church having the following events scheduled for the coming 

months : 

Sunday 12th July ( afternoon concert ) - Inverno String Quartet 
Sunday 13th September ( afternoon concert ) - Eva Victoria Shockmel - 
Dutch classical guitarist. 
Saturday 17th October ( evening concert )  - Crystal Palace Brass Band 
Sunday 8th November ( evening event ) - the annual ' Reflections on 
Remembrance '  
 
Please save the dates and look out for more information and posters 
nearer the time. 
 
Joe Whittaker 
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NEW ASH GREEN VILLAGE DAY 2026 

 
Village Day is back and will be on Saturday 27th June!  Ash Church will be 
there and this is a fantastic opportunity for outreach to all of the community of 
Ash and New Ash Green, so we are going to need YOUR help! 
We want to concentrate on letting everyone know what we and the other 
members of the Rural North West Kent Group of Churches are up to.  We plan 
to take a large space and run a few “Fete Favourite” side-shows, whilst also 
making people aware of the group's activities. 
More details to follow soon but please make a note of the date in your diaries! 
We have also been given the OK to organise and run the Grand Draw, with all 
the proceeds coming to the church.  If you can help with Grand Draw prizes 
please contact Ian Nurdin ASAP - many thanks! 
We will be delivering the Village Day Programmes - something we do very well 
as a church - so watch out for those bundles in the porch! 
We will need lots of help on the day itself - please come along and help with 
setting up and give us your help for an hour or so during the day. Our grateful 
thanks in advance for all your support! 
If you can help in any way on the day or beforehand please contact Ian Nurdin 
- Tel 07767 024388 or by email: ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk. 
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THE BIG BREAKFAST - ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

THE NEXT BIG BREAKFAST IS ON SATURDAY 6th JUNE 09.00 - 11.00 

The next “Big Breakfast” in aid of the Hodsoll Street Village Hall Refurbishment Fund takes 

place on Saturday 6th June 2026  from 09:00am. The Breakfast costs £6 a head and is 

excellent value for money. 

In order to work up an appetite for this excellent fare we invite anyone interested to join us on a 
circular walk to Hodsoll Street.  Meet at 5 Manor Forstal at 8:40am - from there the walk takes 
about an hour, and then after breakfast we take a slightly shorter route back to New Ash 
Green.  The walk isn't suitable for buggies and please note that although dogs are welcome to 
join us they are not allowed in the Village Hall, so will have to be left outside whilst you are 
enjoying your meal.   
We do need to book breakfasts in advance so please contact us by Weds 3rd June if you 
would like to come along - 01474 873414 or ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk  
See:  
http://www.hodsollstreet-ridley.co.uk/index.html for more details. 
 Next Breakfast Walk after this one will be on the 4th July 2026. 
 

Ian and Debbie Nurdin     
                       
                    

 
Hartley GS Society Productions are pleased to present: 

 

IOLANTHE 

By Gilbert and Sullivan 

 

At Hartley Village Hall, Ash Road, Hartley 

 

On Thursday 18th, Friday 19th and Saturday 20th June 2026 at 8pm. 

 

Box office: 07793 650680 or www.ticketsource.co.uk/hgsp 
 

Price £12 
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Helen Bakie to run Brighton Marathon next year 

 

Helen Bakie will be running the Brighton Marathon in April 2027 to raise money 

for the Steps charity. If you would like to sponsor her, here is a link through which 

you can do so. 

https://2027brightonmarathonweekend.enthuse.com/pf/helen-bakie  

 
We all wish her the very best with her training, and hope she is able to raise a 

goodly sum on the day. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                

 

 
 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Born in 1926 (a centenary quiz) -answers 

 

All the following people were born in the first half of 1926. Can you name them? 

1) Born Jan 13th - Author and BBC cameraman whose most famous creation is a 

certain young visitor from Darkest Peru.  Michael Bond 

2) Born Jan 15th - Actor best known for his portrayal of Alf Garnett in ‘Till Death 

us do part’.  Warren Mitchell 

3) Born Feb 2nd - Politician who was president of France from 1974 to 1981.  

Valéry Giscard d”Estaing 

16. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

BAPTISM 
 

   Connie Bell                                     8th March 
 

FUNERALS 
 

   Doris Morse                                  12th March 
 
   Michael Colley                                   9th April 
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4) Born Feb 10th - Footballer who played nearly 400 games for Tottenham 

Hotspur and was capped for Northern Ireland 56 times.  Danny 

Blanchflower 

5) Born Feb 22nd - Actor and comedian best known for ‘Round the Horne’ and 

the ‘Carry On’ films.  Kenneth Williams 

6) Born April 6th - Northern Ireland politician and Presbyterian minister who was 

First Minister of Northern Ireland from 2007-2008.  Ian Paisley 

7) Born April 21st - Head of state of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland from 1952 to 2022. Queen Elizabeth II (I do hope 

everyone got this one right!) 

8) Born May 8th - Naturalist and broadcaster known for documentary series such 

as ‘Life on Earth’  David Attenborough 

9) Born May 26th - American trumpeter and bandleader who is one the most 

significant figures in 20th century jazz.  Miles Davis 

10) Born June 1st - Blonde bombshell and Hollywood star, known for films like ‘The 

Seven-Year Itch’ and ‘Some Like it Hot’. Marilyn Monroe 

            Bible, Shakespeare or other (a literary teaser) 

All the following novels have titles which are derived either from the Bible, 

Shakespeare, or other literary sources. Can you say which is which? And a bonus point 

if you can give the exact reference. 

1) East of Eden (John Steinbeck 1952) 

    2)    Where Angels Fear to Tread (E.M. Forster 1905) 

    3)    The Sun Also Rises (Ernest Hemingway 1926) 
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    4)  The Dogs of War (Frederick Forsyth 1974) 

     5)  Vanity Fair (William Makepeace Thackeray 1847-8) 

     6)  Clouds of Witness (Dorothy Sayers 1926) 

     7)  The Sound and the Fury (William Faulkner 1929) 

     8)  Brave New World (Aldous Huxley 1932) 

     9)  The Mirror Crack’d from Side To Side (Agatha Christie 1962) 

    10)  Vile Bodies (Evelyn Waugh 1930) 

Answers, as ever, in the next edition.   

A final word from the editor.  

Summer is almost upon us, and here, to lead you into it, is your May’/June edition of Church News. 

Here we are both looking back to the events of Holy Week and Easter and looking forward to many 

exciting events which are coming up in the next few months. The next edition of Church News will be 

published in early July and will cover the months of July and August. Please send all items for 

inclusion to n.noakes@btinternet.com by Sunday 21st June at the latest. Enjoy the beginning of the 

summer, everyone! 

 

 

 

 

ASH CHURCH PRIVACY POLICY 

Ash Church PCC have agreed a Privacy Policy in light of the new General Data Protection  

Regulations (GDPR) and these can be found on the church website:   
http://www.ash-church.org.uk 

 
 

If you no longer wish to be contacted by Ash Church by email or other means please contact  
Ian Nurdin (ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk) and request that your contact details are deleted and  
removed.  
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Who to contact at Ash & Ridley 

 

Positions Rector Vacancy     

  

SSM Associate Priest 
Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

PTO 
Rev Dorothy 
McGarvey 

07803 
009745 

revdmcgarvey@gmail.com 

Group Curate 
Rev Scott 
Norwood Witts 

  

    

Churchwardens - Ash 
  

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Vacancy   

Churchwardens –  
Ridley 

Tricia Carr 873647 
 
tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com 

Vacancy   

Licensed Lay Ministers  
Susan Heads 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Sacristans - Ash 
Linda Parlett   873655 linda_parlett@hotmail.co.uk 

Vacancy   

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer - Ash 

Ian Nurdin - 
(Interim)  873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer - Ridley 

Tricia Carr 
(Interim) 873647 tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com 

 
Vacancy   

Committees 

PCC - Ash 

Ian Nurdin - 
Vice Chair 

873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

  

Cameron Clark 
(Secretary) 

874526 pcc@ash-church.org.uk 

Susan Heads 
(Treasurer) 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

PCC - Ridley 

Tricia Carr - 
Vice Chair 873647 

 
tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com 

Ray Lewis 
(Secretary) 

TBA TBA 

John Airey 
(Treasurer) 

01732 
822418 

 john.airey@zen.co.uk  

Ministry Team 

   

Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

Rev Dorothy 
McGarvey 

07803 
009745 

revdmcgarvey@gmail.com 

Susan Heads 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

   

Deanery Synod - Ash 
Cameron Clark 874526 cameron@cclark.me.uk 

Gillian Noakes 874122 gillian.noakes@googlemail.com 

Deanery Synod - Ridley Alistair Davidson 643614 alistairandjenny@btinternet.com 
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Website: http://www.ash-church.org.uk 

  

Groups - Ash 
Anna Chaplain  Rev Elizabeth 

Robertson 
871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

  

 

Ash Saplings 

Jean Bentley 872333 jeanbentley51@gmail.com  

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Bell ringing Sue Fever 874611 susanne.fever@gmail.com 

Choir Master Nick Noakes 874122 n.noakes@btinternet.com 

Flowers Pauline Bailey 873148 pauline-bailey@hotmail.co.uk 

Social Committee - Ash TBA   

Prayer Ministry 

Rev Dorothy 
McGarvey 

07803 
009745 

revdmcgarvey@gmail.com 

Julia Kilfoyle 872731 kilfoylejulia@gmail.com  

Friends of Ash Church 
Mike Rose 873445 mikeinnag@hotmail.com 

   

Rota’s - Ash 
Master Rotas    

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

    

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Servers TBA   

Sidesmen and  
Welcomers 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Bible readings and  
Intercessions 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Transport and  
Refreshments 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

   Ash Sound and  
    PA System 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Opening & 
Locking Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Church cleaning & 
Brass cleaning Jacky Richardson 873733  jackyrichardson92@outlook.com 

Keeping in 
Touch - who 
to contact 

Church News  
Nick Noakes 874122 n.noakes@btinternet.com  

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

  
Publicity and PR 

Jean Bentley 872333 jeanbentley51@gmail.com  

  
Baptisms Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

  Website - Ash Colin Irving 879500 colin.irving@btinternet.com 

  Weddings Jan Kennedy 873675 jankennedy2546@aol.com 
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