
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Well here we are again, preparing to celebrate Christmas.  
It’s on the same day every year yet it has the ability of surprising me when it seems to arrive out of 
the blue once again. 
It has been another year marked by some major events – war in Europe, 70th Jubilee celebrations, 
the death of Queen Elizabeth II, a cost of living crisis and 3 prime ministers, to name but a few 
national issues. I am sure you can add a number of your own personal ones to the list. 
With all this going on I find I am happy to be surprised by Christmas again.                                              
Happy to tell the story of Jesus’ birth in the little town of Bethlehem, seemingly unremarkable, to 
parents of no status, noticed only by the humble and the angels.  
Happy to wonder at a God who came to live with us sharing in our joys and woes, showing us 
what it is to be fully human and live in a state of hope, peace, love and joy. 
Happy to gather together as community again alongside family and friends in the familiar traditions 
and maybe some new ones learnt over the last few remarkable years. 
Let’s remember particularly this year that our happiness is not defined by ’things’, but by the 
relationships we build around us; by the generosity of spirit we can show to our fellow human 
beings, looking out for the vulnerable and those who are struggling at this time. 
You will find details of services and events to mark this season in this newsletter and I hope and 
pray that there is something or someone that draws you to a closer relationship with God bringing 
His light into your lives.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 ”The star went before them until it stopped above the place where the child was. When 
they saw the star, they were filled with joy.” Matthew 2:9-10 
 
The Great Invitation of Christmas … is for us all to be redirected by the light of Jesus and be 
surprised and delighted by where it leads us. 
May God’s Blessing rest upon you this Christmas and beyond.  
 

     

Rev’d Helen Reeves 
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CAROL SINGING - TRAFALGAR SQUARE - 2022 
 

On Friday the 23rd December members of Ash Church Choir and singers from Local Vocals and 
Front Room Singers will be leaving New Ash Green by coach to sing carols in Trafalgar Square from 
4;00pm until 5:00pm. We will be collecting for the ellenor hospice charity, under the wonderful 
Christmas Tree. The coach is now full but we have started a “Reserves” list, in case anyone has to 
drop out. If you would be interested please contact me and I will add your details to the list.  
 
For all those travelling - please remember to meet at the bus stop in North Square NAG at 1:15pm, 
ready for departure at 1:30pm sharp. There is another pick-up point at Parkfield bus stop in Hartley 
at 1:35pm but please let me know in advance if this would be your preference. 
 
Ian Nurdin      ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk     07767 024388 

 
******************************************************************************************************************** 

 

THE NEXT BIG BREAKFAST IS ON SATURDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2023  09.00 - 11.30 

The next “Big Breakfast” in aid of the Hodsoll Street Village Hall Refurbishment Fund takes 

place on Saturday 4th February from 09:00am. The Breakfast costs £5 a head and is 

excellent value for money. A “Petite” Breakfast is also available, consisting of Pastries, 

condiments and drinks, at £3, plus new for December - hot homemade soup will be 

available to takeaway for £1.50. 

In order to work up an appetite for breakfast we invite anyone interested to join us on a 
circular walk to Hodsoll Street.  Meet at 5 Manor Forstal at 8:40am, from there the walk 
takes about an hour, and then after breakfast we take a slightly shorter route back to New 
Ash Green.   
We do need to book breakfasts in advance so please contact us by Thurs 2nd February if 
you would like to come along - 01474 873414 or ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk  
  
Next Breakfast Walk after this one will be on the 4th March 2023 
Ian and Debbie Nurdin 

 
************************************************************************************************ 

Ash Saplings Sponsored Sleepover  
A bunch of determined and hardy adults and children braved the cold and spent the night of Friday 
2nd December in church, the delayed fundraising event from 2021. It was a super evening of 
games, food, films projected on the ceiling of the chancel, a visit from a certain jolly man in red 
and the children settled and snoozing by midnight. Well done and thank you to all who took part 
and to all who donated an amazing £897 was raised, this included those donations made last 
year. Apparently they would like another one!! 
 
************************************************************************************************ 

 

Warm Spaces  

Beginning in the new year we will as church be running a ‘warm space’ on Thursday afternoon 
2pm – 4.30pm from the Youth and Community Centre in New Ash Green. This space will offer 
warmth of welcome, refreshments, company and activity (games) free of charge for our 
community. There will be a ‘warm space’ at the same time on a Tuesday hosted by another group. 
I NEED YOUR HELP!! Would you be interested in volunteering for this project – welcoming, 
chatting, introducing people to each other, offering refreshments, making cakes – or other ways 
that you can think of. Please drop me an email or have a chat with me if the answer is YES.      
Rev’d Helen       ashandridleyrector@gmail.com                                                    

mailto:ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
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Reverse Advent Calendar  
An opportunity to give something each day of Advent to those who are in need. There is a 
collection box in each of our churches to donate as you enter each Sunday if you would like to 
take part. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             
 

 

If you would like to help us keep our 12th century 
church building in good repair, may we invite you 
to donate towards our operating costs by using 
the QR code below. Thank you for all your help!  
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Ash Christmas Post 

 

We are pleased to announce that Ash Christmas Post will be operating in a simlar 

way to last year. 

Collection points for cards will be in church and at Hartley Estates : rather than 

stamps being for sale, just pop your cards and money for stamps (20p per card, 

please) in an envelope, and the team will then stamp the envelopes for you before 

delivery. When possible, please give the right amount, or round up to the nearest 

pound if you are able.  

If you have stamps left over from previous years please do use them. 
Dates for last collection: 
Hartley Estates Saturday 17th December - Church Sunday 18th December (after 
the 10:00 service).  
We will be distributing neighbourhood bundles to our delivery elves after the  
9 Lessons & Carols service on Sunday 18th December; if you can help with that, 
need help getting your cards collected, or have any other queries, please do get 
in touch with Jasper jasperholliday@hotmail.co.uk  
 

 
Remembrance Sunday 

 

On Sunday 13th November we were pleased to be joined by the New Ash Green 

Scouts for a Remembrance Sunday service in church and later at the Ash War 

Memorial. Here are some images to remind you of that day. 
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Ash Saplings 

Ash Saplings have been very busy in the last few weeks stirring their Christmas puddings 

and decorating their Christmas tree. Here are some pictures for you. 
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Reflections of a newcomer 
 

We moved into this area last year, having lived for many years in Kingston. Our move, and 

events more generally in the wider world, have set me thinking about changes I have seen in 

my lifetime. The death of the Queen has prompted many broadcasts and newspaper articles 

about the changes seen during her reign. One suggestion was that people might find it 

difficult to change from ‘God save the Queen’ to ‘God save the King’, but that was the 

wording I learnt as a child. I remember that morning when I was in secondary school and all 

classes were interrupted and the whole school was summoned into the hall. We all wondered 

who had done what to have such an unprecedented change in routine. Then the headmaster 

addressed the whole school to tell us that the King had died and his daughter, then in Kenya, 

had become Queen. We were all sent home for the rest of the day. 
  
The following year, thanks to the marvel of television, we could see the coronation. Like 

many families who did not possess their own television set we were invited to friends who 

did. I recall sitting in their living room watching the broadcast on a tiny black and white 

screen. It really was a demonstration of the latest technology, being able to see what was 

happening in other places. Before long the television pictures were in colour, and 

developments in telephony made it possible to speak with friends in other countries - even as 

far away as Australia. 
  
As well as the scientific and technical changes, much else has changed since those days. I 

grew up in a Baptist family; we had Anglican relatives in a Devon seaside town whom we 

regularly visited on holiday. There were differences in worship. We often sang the same 

hymns, but the major division was that members of other denominations could not share in 

Communion in the Church of England. When I was a student at King’s College London, an 

Anglican foundation, nonconformists were welcome to services in the college chapel, but not 

to participate in that central act of worship. I recall a sympathetic Anglican student friend, a 

keen advocate for his church, telling me ‘you should join the Church of England, Brian, it 

has more denominations inside it than there are outside’. A few years later the C of E relaxed 

its strict rule and opened the table to fellow Christians. Together with numerous like-minded 

friends we can now join fully in worship without compromise. We appreciate other changes, 

like the greater variety of liturgy around the year, not tied exclusively to the Tudor prayer 

book, and greater lay participation than in our youth. 
  
In more recent years, restricted by ill health and age, we needed to link with a church close to 

home, and it has been good to have been made welcome in the parish church. 
 
 
  
Brian Bowers 
November 2022 
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Body Parts Quiz- Answers 

You were asked identify various body parts from the clues given.  

1) Symbol of St.Valentine      Heart 

2) The fruit of the rose          Hip 

3) A red bean                       Kidney 

4) A plum extractor               Thumb 

5) Did it grow in Eve’s garden?     Adam’s apple 

6) What? From a stone?         Blood 

7) They are not really green    Fingers 

8) Knit one, pearl one, knit one, pearl one   Rib 

9) Carpenters use these             Nails 

10) Noddy’s friend had big ones   Ears 

11) Daddy’s were long                Legs 

12) A chain has 66                     Feet 

13) Bovine baby                         Calf 

14) At the end of a book             Appendix 

15) Held by the Beatles               Hand   

16) Meaty cord                           Hamstring 

17) Quarter, full or half                Back 

18) A place of worship                 Temple 

19) Schoolchild                            Pupil 

20) Presley with a ‘P’                    Pelvis                      

13. 



A Christmas Carol Teaser 

 

 

Please identify some well-known Christmas carols from the clues given. 

 

1) Approach, everyone who trusts. 

2) The Lord keep you cheerful, male people. 

3) Not playing at home in a feeding trough. 

4) The witching hour was cloudless when it arrived. 

5) Bohemian monarch surveyed the scene on Boxing Day. 

6) Long ago in the town of Jesse’s son. 

7) Keepers were nocturnally supervising their ovine creatures. 

8) The original French Christmas? 

9) Small community that was home to the man in question 6. 

10) Listen to Gabriel’s crew in chorus. 

 

Answers, as ever, will be in the next edition. 
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A final word from the editor. Here we are with Christmas almost upon us, and 

approaching the end of another year – it hardly seems possible!  As ever, I hope that there will be 

much in these pages to both inform and entertain you over the Christmas period.  The next edition 

of Church News will be published in mid-January and will cover the months of January and 

February. Please send any items for inclusion to n.noakes@btinternet.com by Sunday 8th January 

latest. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our readers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASH CHURCH PRIVACY POLICY 

  

Ash Church PCC have agreed a Privacy Policy in light of the new General Data Protection  

Regulations (GDPR) and these can be found on the church website:   
http://www.ash-church.org.uk 

 
 

If you no longer wish to be contacted by Ash Church by email or other means please contact  
Ian Nurdin (ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk) and request that your contact details are deleted and 
removed.  
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Who to contact at Ash & Ridley 

Positions RECTOR 
Rev’d Helen 
Reeves 

01474 
872209 

 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

  

SSM Associate Priest 
Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

Group Curate Rev Jayne Shillito 708696 jayne@rnwkgroup.org.uk 

Ordinand Carol Bridge 
07979 
146332 

bridgecarol@hotmail.com 

Churchwardens - Ash 
  

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Colin Irving -
Warden Emeritus 879500 colin.irving@btinternet.com 

Churchwardens –  
Ridley 

Tricia Carr 873647 
 
tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com 

Alistair Davidson 871932 alistairandjenny@btinternet.com 

Licensed Lay Ministers  
Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Susan Heads 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

Sacristan Bryan Parlett 873655 bryan_parlett@hotmail.com 

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer - Ash 

Rhian Rutland    831216 rhianrutland51@btinternet.com 

Parish Safeguarding 
Officer - Ridley 

Rhian Rutland  831216 rhianrutland51@btinternet.com 

Choir Master Nick Noakes 874122 n.noakes@btinternet.com 

   

Committees 

PCC - Ash 

 Rev Helen 
Reeves - Chair 

872209 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

  

Cameron Clark 
(Secretary) 

874526 pcc@ash-church.org.uk 

Sue Werlemann 
(Treasurer) 

706955 s.werlemann@btinternet.com 

PCC - Ridley 

 Rev Helen 
Reeves - Chair 

872209 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

Ian Paddy 
(Secretary) 

873314 ianpaddy2014@gmail.com  

John Airey 
(Treasurer) 

01732 
822418 

 john.airey@zen.co.uk  

Premises Committee 

TBA 
(Chairman) 

   

TBA 
(Vice-Chairman) 

   

Ministry Team 

Rev Helen   
Reeves 

872209 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

Rev Jayne Shillito 708696 jayne@rnkwgroup.org.uk 

Carol Bridge 

07979 
146332 

bridgecarol@hotmail.com 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Susan Heads 873777 susanheads@gmail.com 

Deanery Synod - Ash 
Cameron Clark 874526 cameron@cclark.me.uk 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Deanery Synod - Ridley Alistair Davidson 871932 alistairandjenny@btinternet.com 
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Website: http://www.ash-church.org.uk 

  

Groups - Ash 
Ash Saplings 

Rev Helen 
Reeves 

872209  ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  
  

 

Junior Church TBA   

Anna Chaplain  
Rev Elizabeth 
Robertson 

871637 elizabeth@revemr.me 

Bell ringing Sue Fever 874611 susanne.fever@gmail.com 

Social Committee - Ash TBA   

Flowers Pauline Bailey 873148 pauline-bailey@hotmail.co.uk 

Healing Ministry 

Julia Kilfoyle 
 (Leader) 

872731 kilfoylejulia@gmail.com  

Jane Davison 
(Secretary) 

872764 jane.davison@keme.co.uk 

Friends of Ash Church 
Mike Rose 873445 mikeinnag@hotmail.com 

Bryan Parlett 873655 bryan_parlett@hotmail.com 

Rotas - Ash 
Master Rotas    

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

    

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Servers Bryan Parlett 873655 bryan_parlett@hotmail.com 

Sidesmen and  
Welcomers 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Bible readings and  
Intercessions 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Transport and  
Refreshments 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

   Ash Sound and  
    PA System 

Alison Harding 874770 alison.harding@btinternet.com 

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Opening & 
Locking Colin Irving 879500 colin.irving@btinternet.com 

Church cleaning & 
Brass cleaning Jacky Richardson 873733  jackyrichardson92@outlook.com 

Keeping in 
Touch - who to 
contact Church News  

Nick Noakes 874122 n.noakes@btinternet.com  

Ian Nurdin 873414 ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk 

  
Publicity and PR 

Jean Bentley 872333 jeanbentley51@gmail.com  

  
Baptisms 

Rev Helen   
Reeves 872209 ashandridleyrector@gmail.com  

  Website - Ash Colin Irving 879500 colin.irving@btinternet.com 

  Weddings Jan Kennedy 873675 jankennedy2546@aol.com 
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